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Drama Club Fun! - By Olivia Waters 

The drama club at school seems to be a very popular 

choice for many students. Mostly because of the fun and 

creative ambience it creates for the students. It is hosted 

by Ms.Morse and is co-hosted by Ms.Trotter. It takes 

place on Wednesdays during lunch in room 9-108. 

There, the students engage in many creative-based 

activities. This allows the students to take part in every 

activity they do and to show off their best abilities. 

Drama club is a place to demonstrate acting skills, roll 

into an acting career, and even make the best of friends. 

Don’t just take it from me, take it from Ms.Morse, the 

main hostess of Drama Club. She feels that the best 

way to have a successful drama club is to start off the 

lesson with a main priority/skill that she wants her scholars to learn. She then allows them to profitably learn 

these skills by having them do a warm-up. After the warm-up, her class gradually flows into some structured 

activities, but it mainly focuses on interpretation to allow her students to show off their creative side and 

flourish.  

This leads me onto Ms.Morse’s next wonderful points of 

having drama club. She feels that main purpose of 

hosting drama club is to let the beginning students 

“break out of their shells” and become confident in 

themselves. She believes that drama is a place for 

students to “Be Dramatic” and allow their authentic 

selves and personalities to thrive among their peers. 

One of her main goals for drama club is for students to 

learn how to switch up their attitudes and have variety 

when playing certain roles. Also, it is just to create new 

and youthful relationships with fellow scholars. And of 

course, just to have fun! 

Ms.Morse chose to teach drama because as a young child, she was naturally drawn to drama and wanted a 

way to share that with her students.  

Overall drama seems like a great club to join if you’re looking to “break out of your shell,” meet new people, and 

genuinely have fun! 

 

Young Orchestra Musicians Take the Stage - By Daniella Gutierrez-Minotti 

It’s a new school year, and last year’s 

orchestra students have “leveled up”! Our 

sixth graders, however, have just begun 

playing and are doing wonderfully. They 

have already chosen their instruments 

(violin, viola, cello, bass) and started leaning 

with their Method Book and Mrs. Pflieger to 

guide them.  

In their final middle school year, Advanced 

students will be performing at Gulf Coast 

High School Monday, October 22, at 6:30 

pm. Musicians from North Naples Middle 

School and Gulf Coast will also be there to 

share the spotlight, about 200 students in 

total. The music they will showcase is 

undisclosed at the moment, but they will still, without a doubt, impress listeners of all types. 

As for our intermediate musicians, they’re practicing concert material as to astound us with their talent. One of 

these students, Juan Martinez, says “I am very excited with the pieces we’re playing. Mrs. Pflieger, our teacher, 

conductor, and director, has great taste in music and definitely knows what’s best for us.” They will take the 

stage Thursday, October 25, so be ready to be wowed by a wide variety of music performed by the Beginning 

and Intermediate groups at the annual OMS Orchestral Fall Concert at 6:30 pm. The Beginners will be 

performing out of their method book, while the Intermediates showcase pieces including “Skater’s Waltz,” from 

Around the World and Beauty and the Beast.  

One Intermediate Orchestra student, Kailie Toreky states, “It’s a fun experience and Mrs. Pflieger keeps us on 

our toes with her witty humor and good advice.” Another Intermediate Orchestra student, Gabriella Magaddino, 

says, “Orchestra is the period I look forward to in the school day. Even with rough starts playing pieces of 

music, it all sounds beautiful in the end.”  
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Odyssey of the MIND - by Grace Thomforde and Cate Derosa 

At Oakridge Middle School we have an Odyssey of the Mind team. Odyssey of the Mind or OM is a creative 

outlet where students build teamwork and leadership. At the beginning of the year, students join together to 

create a team. The team decides on a long-term problem to try to solve. This year some of the long-term 

problems are “A Stellar Hangout” for the older groups and “We’re Cooking Now” for the primary teams. In “A 

Stellar Hangout” the team works together to create a funny play where there is an intergalactic hang out spot 

where creatures of many kinds come together to meet each other. In “We’re Cooking Now” the primary team’s 

guidelines are, “Creativity heats up as teams create their own cooking show where a chef gives an original 

cooking lesson to a special guest.” 

Our coach at Oakridge Middle School is Mrs. Hill.  She believes that the hardest part of Odyssey of the Mind 

would be having the students realize that they are able to figure it out on their own. This goes along with what 

she believes is the most difficult for her, “Letting the students take control, like when they couldn’t find a 

solution, but to me it might be really obvious.” She also said that some of the kids that she coached came back 

to tell her that they think it was the best thing that they had done that school year.  It made them think 

differently and try to solve the problem not using their original idea if it didn’t work out. This is a club that 

teaches you skills that can bring long term success. 

 

Our House - By Karen Fernandez 

One of my fellow classmates named David Garfield became 

class president for the 7th Grade House for his homeroom, so 

he has some new responsibilities. Let’s see what the “House” 

system is all about. 

1. What was the inspiration behind this house craze? 

David told me it started with our assistant principal Mr. Duda’s 

love for Harry Potter. However that was not the only inspiration 

behind this movement. In his studies as an administrator, Mr. 

Duda also got inspired by a school in Georgia that was already 

doing a house system to promote positive relationships among 

the grades.  

2. How are these “houses” impacting student’s behavior? 

The hope is that it will create a sense of community and 

encourage participation from everyone to make OMS a healthy, safe, and positive environment. It rewards 

students for positive behavior such as not getting bad grades, never arriving tardy, avoiding ISS, or OSS.  The 

points will add up for each grade in this friendly competition; each grade will work together to WIN THE PRIZE! 

As the school staff said, “This will add a sense of community.” 

3. Will OMS continue to use this house system in the future?   

Depends, but most likely YES! As OMS is still testing the water, time will show. But for David, me, and many 

others it feels as if  the house system is already working [We 7th graders want to win. Which means…

POSITIVE BEHAVIOR from us!] 

 

More about the House System, the winning Crests created by students, and the house T-Shirts in the next 

issue! 

 

 

http://www.odysseyofthemind.com
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October 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 

2 3 

 

4 5 6 

Boys Volleyball 

Game 

Cross country 

meet  

7 8 9 

 

10 11 12 

End of Quarter 1 

13 

Volleyball 

Games and 

Cross Country 

Championship 

@ OMS 8AM 

14 15 

No School for 

students  

Teacher Plan-

ning Day 

16 

Early Dismissal 

Day 

17 18 

Fall Chorus  

Concert 

19 

Distribution of 

Report Cards 

20 

Girls and Boys 

Volleyball Game 

21 22 

Orchestra  

Rising Star 

Concert 

23 24 

Fall Band 

Concert 

25 

Fall Orchestra 

Concert  

26 27 

Boys and girls 

Volleyball 

Championship 

28 29 

Chorus Rising 

Star Concert 

30 31    
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Bulldog Runners Bring on the Heat - by Daniella Gutierrez-Minotti 

It’s Cross Country time, and our runners at OMS are bringing on the heat! 

Practices are held at school from 7:00 am to 8:00 am on varying mornings. 

Training ranges from endurance and tempo runs to team relays and timed 

races. As everyone is welcome on the team, there are over 30 athletes to 

cheer on.  

Their hard work paid off on Saturday, September 15th, when the Pine Ridge 

Invitational tested the limit of their speed and endurance. A bit different from 

other meets, it was grade level races and no team scoring. Each race was 3 

kilometers, or 1.86 miles long. With 60 medals in play, everybody was vying 

to finish in 1st through 10th place and earn one.   Bulldogs brought home six 

of the 60 medals competing 

against 12 other middle 

schools. 

So how are they preparing? One top runner, Sadie Scardino, 

states, “I’ve been running two miles on the weekend and 

practicing with a high schooler [sic] to help train.” Another 

competitor, Andrew 

Herrmann, says “I’m 

running more, eating 

healthier foods, and 

staying more active in 

general.”  

These diligent young 

athletes have what it takes 

to crush the competition, 

so come support the Oakridge Middle School Cross-Country team 

Saturday, October 6th and Saturday October 13th for their last two 

meets. Cheer on your Bulldog athletes as they sprint toward victory! 

 

Girls Volleyball - By Camille Cranford and Elizabeth Mehler 

The girls’ volleyball team meets on Mondays and Wednesdays from 

4 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. with Ms. Poulos and Ms. Gulliver as coaches. 

Previous experience for this team is necessary because of the large 

number of people trying out. 109 people are trying out, so the girls 

need to show dedication to the sport and experience/ability to make 

it to varsity or junior varsity.  

During the training period before the tryouts, the girls practiced drills, 

serving, conditioning, and did some practice games. The girls are 

showing hard work and dedication as the tryout day gets closer. It 

seems that many of the girls have much talent.  

Coach Poulos and Coach Gulliver are excited to see what this new season will bring, and they are excited to 

see some new talent. They are looking for people with ability, but also with a good attitude, good 

sportsmanship, and someone reliable who takes this team seriously. Hopefully the Oakridge Middle School 

Girls Volleyball team, the three-time champions, will have another successful year with many dedicated and 

talented members. 
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Solar Cars - By Grace Thomforde and Carli Dewrell 

Every year at Oakridge Middle School our sixth grade students 

create solar cars. They take what they’ve learned about UV rays 

and make a design that they think will work the best. Specifically 

they analyze which shape will make it collect the most UV rays and 

which design and materials will make it arrow dynamic and weight-

efficient. Each sixth-grade science class will create a design to be 

built into a real solar car. Each of the teams will have one day to 

build the cars. After that all the teams bring their cars out to 

determine which is the fastest.  

Ms. Diemert, a sixth-grade teacher, has a team in the race. She 

says that the hardest part of doing the solar cars is when their first 

design doesn’t work, and they have to revise their plan. Ms. Diemert said that trial and error is important for the 

students, so they can learn from their mistakes. This year at Oakridge we will have 18 teams competing against 

each other for one winner who will go to the STEAM competition and race against the winning team from the 

other schools in the county. Last year our team won at the STEAM competition and came back with a trophy 

and cash money for supplies for the next year. Hopefully this year we can come back with a trophy again.  

 

College/Sports Day - By Karen Fernandez-Rua 

On the day of September 7, 2018, Oakridge Middle School 

participated in an event to enable students to express spirit 

for the college they want to go to in the future or any sports 

team they are currently on. Well considering the outcomes 

of the day, this event was great. Students wearing 

university jerseys, college shirts, and jackets created a 

positive push and devotion to an exciting  future. Currently 

as the school is setting the theme of the “house” system for 

each grade level, there is a grand competition. So each 

homeroom teacher recorded how many students had “Spirit 

Shirts.” As for the grade level that participated the most the 

victors were the 7th grade garnering points for the prize at 

the end of the quarter. As for everything else, students may 

have learned things about their peers they may have not 

known before, creating a great learning space for everyone. 

 

. 
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A House with a Clock in its Walls- By Gabriella Magaddino 

Eli Roth’s movie, “’A House with a Clock in its Walls,” is a 

PG adventure filled with jump scares, twists and turns, 

humor, horror and lots of enjoyable material. Its splash of 

uniqueness makes it even more enjoyable, but it is slightly 

scarier than expected for little children. Overall, a “House 

with a Clock in its Walls” is an amazing movie that brings a 

lot to the table. 

 

 

 

When Life Gives You Lemons -  A Myth by Isabelle Ortiz and Isabella Johnson 

About 100 years ago, there was a French shepherd 

named Timothèe. He was tired of the bland flavors of 

drinks and drinks became very repulsive. Until one day, 

he met the god of Citrus named Citronella. She offered 

him a deal; if he were to do a grand deed, she would 

grant him a rare lemon seed and the recipes to all 

different types of lemonades. So he accepted her 

request and followed as she directed. The goddess said 

that if he were to climb the tallest, oldest, widest tree in 

all the land and get her an agrimony flower which 

grants healing properties, she would give him her 

contribution of the bargain. So, Timothée set off on his 

journey to find and climb the agrimony tree for 

Citronella. He left his hometown in Strasbourg, France, 

and searched for the tree. Once he found the tree, he 

started to climb and he climbed and climbed from dusk 

until dawn, taking weeks almost months to finally reach 

the top of the agrimony tree, to pick the freshest 

agrimony flower. Once he picked the flower, he made 

his way back down to find Citronella. Finally, they 

crossed paths with each other and he handed her the 

flower. She inspected the flower, making sure he had 

picked her the freshest one possible. Unsatisfied with 

his picking, she sent him on a different journey. The 

goddess said “ Now young Shepard, I will send you on 

a new journey. You shall find me water from the purest 

waterfall in France, and if you succeed, I shall give you the seeds, if you fail to retrieve the water, I shall 

sentence you to a flavorless life without lemons.”  So he promised her that this time, he would not let her down. 

But as he took off, she muttered to herself’, “That fool, he will never live to see life with flavor, for once I am 

young, I will be the great discoverer of lemons.” So, as Timothée went on, he was clueless as she plotted to kill 

him, while he found her the water (which he did not realize was part of the recipe for youth). So as time went 

on, he eventually found the waterfall and realized that what she wanted would lead him to his death. It all 

added up, with the agrimony flower, which would make her young. So he devised a plan to trick her into giving 

him the seeds. He found out where Citronella kept her precious seeds and other items and waited till she was 

gone, so that he could go ahead and take the seeds for himself. But, all of a sudden Citronella came back and 

saw him taking the seeds. She shouted, “How dare you go behind my back taking my precious seeds!” Then 

she locked him in a dungeon. Timothée sighed in despair. “That evil traitor! How could she be so dishonest!” 

He worried about what he would do.  The floor of the dungeon was soft.  He decided to bury the seed, so 

Citronella wouldn’t find it if she let him out. Very soon a tree grew with an abundance of lemons.  He laughed 

and said, I may not have freedom, but I have lots of delicious lemonade!  

The End. 

 

. 
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The Beginning of the Bands - by Dylan Weinrich 

Following the 2017-2018 school year, there have been many 

changes to the Oakridge Middle School band program. The largest 

change by far is the addition of the new Wind Ensemble. There have 

also been some minor changes, such as the renaming of the 

intermediate and advanced bands to the Concert and Symphonic 

bands. Following these changes many people have been unsure of how the new school year will be for the 

bands.  However, the bands have been doing well so far. All of the bands, except for the beginning band, are 

preparing for the honor band auditions. The beginning bands have not only gotten their instruments, but they 

have been making some vast improvements. The Concert band has been improving and they are ready for 

what the rest of the year will have in store for them. The Symphonic band has also been improving it is not only 

preparing for this year, but also for what they will need to be able to do next year. Last but not least, the Wind 

ensemble has been doing more than any other band in Oakridge history. The wind ensemble is not only 

learning and doing more, but they are preparing for more.  The Wind ensemble is constantly preparing for 

things in the near future like Honor band auditions, and for things farther in the future like high school and 

beyond. The Wind ensemble is getting more music of higher difficulty than any other Oakridge band. In 

conclusion, all the bands at Oakridge have been making vast improvements and show no sign of stopping. 

 Also, individuals in the bands are doing big things to help improve the Oakridge bands of 2018-2019 and 

beyond. For example, Sydney Howell and Dylan Weinrich. These two percussionists are in the Oakridge 

Middle School Wind ensemble. Together they have organized the percussion section and are the first ever co-

captains. Another example of excellence in the Oakridge bands are the band captains. The band captains are 

people who are the head of their band. They go above and beyond to help improve their band.  Even though 

there were a lot of changes coming to the Oakridge Middle School Band Program coming into this school year, 

all the bands are doing an amazing job. 

 

Bulldog Walk-a-thon -  By Sofia Arnold   

Have you heard about the Walk a Thon?  It’s was tons of fun!!! There’s all these prizes people won and fun 

things we did. And we raised money for our school! Well why does our school need money?? The money 

you’re giving will be put into field trips and special activities.  This year’s Walk-A-Thon was a huge success! 

Here’s how it works each year: 

 

You just have to go ask your family and friends for money. 

They will put it in your envelope that you will bring back to 

school . You can also go to the website Go Take a Hike Now 

so people who live across the world can give you money.   

 

But, raising money won’t just be about field trips, you can also 

win prizes for each amount of money you make!!!! If you raise 

$25, you will get a band to be able to participate in the Walk a 

Thon and 2 dress down passes! If you raise $50, you will be 

able to get out of class and join a Minute to Win it party!! If you 

raise $75, you will get Kona Ice during the Walk a Thon!!! If you 

raise $150, you will get a pizza party for you and your friend!!!! 

You will also be put into a drawing for things like tickets to 

Bounce and the movie theater!!!! 

 

During the Walk a Thon they will have Gatorade and a dance 

party!! “It’s going to be tons of fun.” says the Walk a Thon man. 

Go and raise money!!! 
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OMS - Fundraising for Family - By Elizabeth Mehler                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

On August 8, 2018, one of our OMS 

students, Bryana Reyes’ world 

changed.  She went from being a 

healthy and active 12-year-old girl who 

loves to read, to a child who was 

diagnosed with Osteosarcoma (bone 

cancer).  Bryana was experiencing 

knee pain.  The doctors took x-rays 

which showed something of concern, 

so they ordered an MRI. This is when 

they received the devastating news that they found a mass in Bryana’s knee.  The doctors ran multiple tests 

confirming that the mass is a malignant tumor.   

 Bryana and her mother (Myrna) immediately went to New York to begin treatment.  Bryana’s mother remains 

by her side; her father (Rey) has to stay behind in Florida to take care of their other two children.  This is an 

extremely difficult situation for everyone.  Rey wants to be in New York for Bryana and Myrna, but he has to 

continue to work and to take care of their boys who miss their sister terribly.  

The full course of Bryana’s treatment will probably take about a year.  OMS participated in a fundraiser to help 

with all of the medical expenses and travel expenses the Reyes will endure during Bryana’s treatment.  We are 

happy to say that we raised $657.   Pleases pray for Bryana and her family during this difficult time, and we will 

continue our efforts to help the family throughout the year. 

 

2018 – 2019 House System - By Elizabeth Mehler, David Garfield, Mathias Giraldo                                                                         

Oakridge Middle School is off to a positively 

positive start this year with our new House 

System!  This new program allows 6th, 7th, 

and 8th grades to work together within their 

grade levels to compete against each other to 

win grade level parties and rewards.  Points 

are accumulated through various activities, 

tasks, and accomplishments. According to 

Ms. Lonergan, our school Principal, the 

House System is a way to strengthen and 

build a better school and community.                                                                                         

It is loosely based on the classic Harry Potter 

novels and their house competitions.  However the house system also exists in England and according to Mr. 

Duda, our new Vice Principal, there is a boarding school in Georgia that uses this system with great success. In 

fact, this was Mr. Duda’s idea, and he is very excited to see the program in action.  Students have been 

designing crests for their grade levels which they voted on for the best one.  Eventually, the winning crests will 

be on t-shirts for each grade.  You may have noticed Ms. Lonergan has been wearing the crest representing 

the Faculty team.  Many students are excited and can’t wait for their grade to be on top?  Seventh graders 

Hana Markovic and Camille Reyes both say, ”It’s a great idea.”  Many students think it will be fun. Overall, the 

house system should help OMS band together to promote a friendly, positive, and inspiring atmosphere at 

school. 


